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Policy: Bullying
The Special Character, also known as the Catholic Character, provides the
framework within which the whole school curriculum is delivered; it is integral to
everything that takes place in the school, or on behalf of the school, and its
community.
RATIONALE
Sacred Heart College acknowledges that a safe, positive, physical and emotional school
environment is important for students’ achievement and well-being and enables all students
to be included. The principles of Catholic Social teaching includes Human Dignity. Every
single person is created in the image of God. Therefore they are invaluable and worthy of
respect as a member of the human family. Bullying is inconsistent with Christian values and
will not be accepted. As such undermines the Special Character of the school. In all
dealings with students involved, the school will keep an attitude of reconciliation foremost. In
the event of students misreporting or being unwilling to co-operate, the efforts of staff may
not be sufficient to achieve a positive outcome. The school recognizes the role of parents
and caregivers in dealing effectively with incidents of bullying and seeks to respect the rights
of the student.

GUIDELINES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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To set a clear procedure for making such a claim and ensuring that it is dealt with in
an appropriate manner and by the appropriate members of staff.
To establish where the school’s responsibility begins and ends. See procedure.
To identify the seriousness of the complaint and make sure outside agencies are
involved where appropriate.
To ensure the correct documentation is kept.
To have a format for resolution, viz: Restorative Practice.
To respect a person’s rights according to the Bill of Rights.
Where an incident of bullying goes unreported, the school may not be empowered to
help.

DEFINITION
Bullying is defined as the deliberate, willful act of aggression toward, or manipulation of
another person in an environment of power and imbalance. Bullying often has an element of
repetition and is harmful. This may be verbal, physical, electronic (digital) or indirect and
may include behavior which would be classified as criminal.

CONCLUSION
Sacred Heart College Napier will take all practicable steps to ensure the physical, spiritual,
emotional, and social (Hauora/ wellbeing) safety of students in the school environment.

__________________________
Kirstin Thompson
(Chairperson, Board of Trustees)
Reviewed:
Review:

August 2019
August 2021

