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Policy Statement: The Treaty of Waitangi / Te Tiriti o
Waitangi
The Special Character, also known as the Catholic Character, provides the framework
within which the whole school curriculum is delivered; it is integral to everything that
takes place in the school, or on behalf of the school, and its community.
RATIONALE
To fulfil the intent of the Treaty of Waitangi / Te Tiriti o Waitangi by valuing New Zealand’s bicultural heritage. The Catholic Church of New Zealand has a commitment to bi-culturalism.
PURPOSE
1. Opportunity for Māori students to achieve as Māori.
2. Make equitable provisions for the instructional needs of Māori students to follow the beliefs
of Te Whare Tapa Wha by incorporating physical (tinana), spiritual (wairua),
mental/emotional (hinengaro) and family (whanau) dimensions into the curriculum.
3. Provide opportunities for students who wish to learn Te Reo Māori and Tikanga Māori.
4. To provide a learning environment which encourages a positive attitude to Māori.
5. Recognise the need for all cultures to be accepted and valued.
6. Recognise Māori values in the provision of resources and facilities within the school.
7. Make staffing or financial provisions to enable the school to meet the requirements 1 - 6
above.
GUIDELINES
1. Māori perspectives be introduced into all areas of the curriculum, and all students
encouraged to understand and acquire knowledge of the history, art, mythology, language
and spirituality of Māori.
2. The history and the points of view of both parties to the Treaty of Waitangi / Te Tiriti o
Waitangi must be presented.
3. All programmes should reflect recent church teachings on the Treaty of Waitangi / Te Tiriti
o Waitangi.
4. The school will provide sound pastoral care structures for all students.
5. Students of Māori descent will be encouraged to achieve to the highest levels in all
curricular and co-curricular activities.
6. The Board of Trustees will provide the opportunity, resources and facilities for the study of
Māori language and culture
7. The Board of Trustees will liaise with parents from the Māori community and staff about the
implementation and evaluation of this policy.
CONCLUSION
Sacred Heart College values bi-culturalism and provides educational opportunities which
ensure the best possible outcomes for all its students.
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