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Policy Statement: Use of Electronic Media Outside of School
The Special Character, also known as the Catholic Character, provides the framework within
which the whole school curriculum is delivered; it is integral to everything that takes place in
the school, or on behalf of the school, and its community.

RATIONALE:
Electronic media, especially the internet and cell phones, are a major form of communication.
Students and staff use these media to communicate about matters involving and relating to
school. The inappropriate use of this media to threaten, abuse, bully, or denigrate members of
the school community is a matter of great concern to the school.
PURPOSE:
To ensure the health and safety of students and staff at all times. The school also has a
responsibility to maintain and protect the reputation of the school in the interests of the
students, staff and community when it is threatened in any public forum.
GUIDELINES:
1. The use of the internet, telephone or any other electronic media to threaten, abuse,
bully or disrespect any student or staff member, which in any way may affect the
ability to function safely and effectively within the school, will be the subject of
disciplinary action.
2. The use of the internet and or any other form of electronic media in such a way that it
could bring the school into disrepute may be the subject of disciplinary action.
3. All staff and students, and their parent/legal guardian/caregiver, must familiarise
themselves with the Cybersafety Use Agreement and be signatories to it.
4. The existence of this policy does not exclude the right of the school or of any
individual to take legal action.
CONCLUSION:
Sacred Heart College Napier will take all practicable steps to ensure the physical, spiritual
and emotional safety of staff and students in the school context.
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