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Policy Statement: Māori Perspectives
The Special Character, also known as the Catholic Character, provides the
framework within which the whole school curriculum is delivered; it is integral
to everything that takes place in the school, or on behalf of the school, and its
community.
RATIONALE
The school should recognise, value and honour the heritage of Māori students
and promote our bicultural heritage.
PURPOSE
1. To identify and value Māori students in the school.
2. To improve and sustain the academic achievement of Māori students.
3. To ensure that topics from the New Zealand Curriculum dealing with the
heritage of Māori are included in the Sacred Heart curriculum.
4. To provide opportunities where possible for students to look at curriculum
contexts and topics from a Māori perspective.
5. To recognise and promote learning styles, practices and procedures which
reflect New Zealand’s cultural diversity and the unique position of Māori
tikanga and kawa.
6. To foster home and school partnerships and strengthen networks
supporting the education of Māori students (Manaakitanga).
7. To nurture relations between school, whanau and Te Kareti o Ngakau
Tapu and Te Aranga Marae.
GUIDELINES
1. Māori spirituality and Te Reo will be valued in the school.
2. Appropriate resources and opportunities reflecting the importance of Maori
within the school shall be provided.
3. Professional development opportunities will be provided for staff.
4. Tikanga and Te Reo will be incorporated in school celebrations,
assemblies, and classrooms.
5. A Whanau hui will be held annually to provide the opportunity for sharing
teaching and learning ideas, to strengthen home and school partnerships,
and to encourage networks supporting the education of Māori students.
6. Monitor the progress of Maori students and implement strategies to
improve educational outcomes.
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